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SUBJECT : INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ENERGY CONFERENCE, NICE 

1 . SUBSEQUENT TO THE INAUGURATION OF THE FIRST FRENCH 
SOLAR GENERATING PLANT IN ODEILLO (PYRENEES ORIENT ALES), 

AN INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ENERGY CONFERENCE WAS HELD IN NICE 
FROM JANUARY 27 THROUGH 29, 1977. THE INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING, ORGANIZED AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE FRENCH MINISTRY 
OF INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH, WAS ATTENDED BY MINISTERIAL- 
LEVEL DELEGATIONS FROM TWENTY-TWO NATIONS LOCATED IN THE 
SUN BELT AS WELL AS FROM FOUR INTERNATIONAL BODIES. 

2. THE MAIN THEME OF THE CONFERENCE, EXPOUNDED BY THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT S DIRECTOR OF NEW SOURCES OF ENERGY, 
JEAN-CLAUDE COLLI, WAS A PROPOSAL ADVOCATING COMPLETE 
TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION AMONG THE COUNTRIES 
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IN THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN IN VIEW OF HARNESSING AND 
UTILIZING SOLAR ENERGY. HE PROPOSED THE EVENTUAL CREATION 
OF A MEDITERRANEAN-BASED BANK OF EXPERTS IN SOLAR ENERGY 
WHICH WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO ALL MEMBER NATIONS. FRANCE 
ALSO WISHES TO FOSTER AND ENCOURAGE COOPERATION ON COMMON 
PROGRAMS AND SOLAR RESEARCH PROJECTS. COLLI INSISTED THAT, 

IN ORGANIZING THE CONFERENCE, IT WAS THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT'S 
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OBJECTIVE NEITHER TO SELL NOR TO SIGN LARGE CONTRACTS WITH 
OTHER NATIONS BUT SIMPLY TO ASSEMBLE THE DIVERSE AND 
COMPLEMENTARY EXPERTISE IN THE FIELD OF SOLAR ENERGY TO THE 
BENEFIT OF ALL NATIONS. 

3. THE CONFERENCE CONCLUDED ON A SOUR NOTE WHEN THE 
ITALIAN MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, CARLO DONAT-CATTIN, TOOK 
EXCEPTION TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF MICHEL D'ORNANO, FRENCH 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH, THAT A PERMANENT 
SECRETARIAT OF SOLAR ENERGY WOULD BE ESTABLISHED BY THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT AND PLACED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
JEAN-CLAUDE COLLI. IN REFUSING TO SIGN THE FINAL 
COMMUNIQUE, WHICH, IN EFFECT, CREATED A SECRETARIAT 
CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CENTRALIZING AND 
DISSEMINATING INFORMATION ON SOLAR ENERGY AS WELL AS 
PREPARING THE ORGANIZATION OF A SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE WITHIN SIX MONTHS OR A YEAR, DONAT-CATTIN 
CLAIMED THAT THE CREATION OF SUCH A SECRETARIAT WOULD 

IN NO WAY ASSURE FULL PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION 
AMONG MEMBER NATIONS. HE CITED, AS AN EXAMPLE, THE 
FACT THAT IN THE PREPARATION OF THE NICE MEETING, FRANCE 
CONSULTED WITH NONE OF HER PARTNERS. HE ADDED THAT 
THE ITALIAN DELEGATION HAD COME TO NICE OVERLOOKING THIS 
SLIGHT, THINKING THAT ONCE THE MEETING WAS UNDERWAY 
USEFUL COOPERATION WOULD RESULT. DONAT-CATTIN STATED THAT 
HIS DELEGATION WISHED TO POINT OUT THAT THE CONFERENCE, 
INSTEAD OF PROVING TO BE THE START OF INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION IN THIS IMPORTANT FIELD, HAS TURNED OUT TO 
BE SIMPLE COMMERCIAL VENTURE. HE WARNED HIS AUDIENCE 
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NOT TO FORGET THAT THE ITALIANS ARE ALSO BUSINESSMEN AND 
THAT THEY FULLY INTEND NOT TO HAVE THEIR COMMERCIAL 
RIGHTS RESTRICTED. 

4. SPEAKING WITH THE PRESS AFTER THE CONFERENCE, DONAT 
CATTIN, IN AN APPARENT REFERENCE TO SEVERAL TECHNICAL 
AGREEMENTS ON SOLAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT WHICH FRANCE HAS 
RECENTLY SIGNED WITH ARAB NATIONS (SAUDI- ARABIA, EGYPT, 
ALGERIA), HE CATEGORIZED THE FRENCH COMMERCIAL OPERATION 
IN THIS AREA AS QUOTE NEO-COLONIALIST IN SPIRIT UNQUOTE. 

A MEMBER OF THE FRENCH DELEGATION LATER COMMENTED THAT 
DONAT-CATTIN S INDIGNATION WAS SURELY CAUSED BY RECENT 
FRENCH SUCCESSES OVER ITALIAN COMPETITION. 

5. THE CONFERENCE PAPERS ARE BEING POUCHED DEPARTMENT (OES). 
MURPHY 
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